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For the past twenty-five years, American culture has been marked by an almost palpable sense of anxiety
about the nation's inner cities. Urban America has been consistently depicted as a site of moral decay and
uncontrollable violence, held in stark contrast to the allegedly moral, orderly suburbs and exurbs. In Urban
Nightmares, Steve Macek documents the scope of these alarmist representations of the city, examines the
ideologies that informed them, and exposes the interests they ultimately served. Macek begins by exploring
the conservative analysis of the urban poverty, joblessness, and crime that became entrenched during the
post-Vietnam War era. Instead of attributing these conditions to broad social and economic conditions, right-
wing intellectuals, pundits, policy analysts, and politicians blamed urban problems on the urban underclass
itself. This strategy was successful, Macek argues, in deflecting attention from growing income disparities
and in helping to secure popular support both for reactionary social policies and the assumptions
underwriting them.Turning to the media, Macek explains how Hollywood filmmakers, advertisers, and
journalists validated the right-wing discourse on the urban crisis, popularizing its vocabulary. Network
television news and weekly news magazines, he shows, covered the inner city and its inhabitants in ways
consonant with the right's alarmist discourse. At the same time, Hollywood zealously recycled this antiurban
bias in films ranging from genre thrillers like Falling Down and Judgment Night to auteurist efforts like
Batman and Seven. Even advertising, Macek argues, mobilized fears of a perilous urban realm to sell
products from SUVs to home alarm systems.Published during the second term of an American president
whose conservative agenda has been an ongoing disaster for the poor and the working class, Urban
Nightmares exposes a divisive legacy of media bias against the cities and their inhabitants and issues a
wake-up call to readers to recognize that media images shape what we believe about others' (and our own)
place in the real world-and the consequences of those beliefs can be devastating.Steve Macek teaches media
studies, urban and suburbia studies, and speech communication at North Central College in Naperville,
Illinois.
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From reader reviews:

Kristi Goins:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and important the book Urban Nightmares: The Media, The Right, And
The Moral Panic Over The City. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Philip Brown:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Urban Nightmares: The Media, The Right,
And The Moral Panic Over The City book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Beverly Rosa:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Urban
Nightmares: The Media, The Right, And The Moral Panic Over The City will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Elaine West:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Urban Nightmares: The
Media, The Right, And The Moral Panic Over The City.
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