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Mary Delany was seventy-two years old when she noticed a petal drop from a geranium. In a flash of
inspiration, she picked up her scissors and cut out a paper replica of the petal, inventing the art of collage. It
was the summer of 1772, in England. During the next ten years she completed nearly a thousand cut-paper
botanicals (which she called mosaicks) so accurate that botanists still refer to them. Poet-biographer Molly
Peacock uses close-ups of these brilliant collages in The Paper Garden to track the extraordinary life of
Delany, friend of Swift, Handel, Hogarth, and even Queen Charlotte and King George III.

How did this remarkable role model for late blooming manage it? After a disastrous teenage marriage to a
drunken sixty-one-year-old squire, she took control of her own life, pursuing creative projects, spurning
suitors, and gaining friends. At forty-three, she married Jonathan Swift's friend Dr. Patrick Delany, and lived
in Ireland in a true expression of midlife love. But after twenty-five years and a terrible lawsuit, her husband
died. Sent into a netherland of mourning, Mrs. Delany was rescued by her friend, the fabulously wealthy
Duchess of Portland. The Duchess introduced Delany to the botanical adventurers of the day and a bonanza
of exotic plants from Captain Cook's voyage, which became the inspiration for her art.

Peacock herself first saw Mrs. Delany's work more than twenty years before she wrote The Paper Garden,
but "like a book you know is too old for you," she put the thought of the old woman away. She went on to
marry and cherish the happiness of her own midlife, in a parallel to Mrs. Delany, and by chance rediscovered
the mosaicks decades later. This encounter confronted the poet with her own aging and gave her-and her
readers-a blueprint for late-life flexibility, creativity, and change.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The
Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mary Jones:

The particular book The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72 has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Carmen Vasquez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book.
Typically the book that recommended to you is The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal
all of you.

Sallie Farris:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Paper Garden: An Artist
Begins Her Life's Work at 72 to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's
Work at 72 can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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