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From award-winning author Eva Stachniak comes this passionate novel that tells the epic story of
Catherine the Great’s improbable rise to power—as seen through the ever-watchful eyes of an all-but-
invisible servant close to the throne.
 
Her name is Barbara—in Russian, Varvara. Nimble-witted and attentive, she’s allowed into the employ of
the Empress Elizabeth, amid the glitter and cruelty of the world’s most eminent court. Under the tutelage of
Count Bestuzhev, Chancellor and spymaster, Varvara will be educated in skills from lock picking to
lovemaking, learning above all else to listen—and to wait for opportunity. That opportunity arrives in a
slender young princess from Zerbst named Sophie, a playful teenager destined to become the indomitable
Catherine the Great. Sophie’s destiny at court is to marry the Empress’s nephew, but she has loftier, more
dangerous ambitions. What Sophie needs is an insider at court, a loyal pair of eyes and ears who knows the
traps, the conspiracies, and the treacheries that surround her. Varvara will become Sophie’s confidante—and
together the two young women will rise to the pinnacle of absolute power.
 
“A majestic and splendidly written tale of pride, passion, intrigue, and deceit that is brought alive
from the first page to the last.”—Rosalind Laker

“At the same time baroque and intimate, worldly and domestic, wildly strange and soulfully familiar,
The Winter Palace offers a flickering glimpse of history through the gauze of deft
entertainment.”—The Washington Post
 
“A thrilling point of view . . . Readers are treated to a firsthand account of the young princess’s slow
ascent to the throne, a path deliciously strewn with discarded lovers and sanguine court
intrigues.”—Minneapolis Star-Tribune
 
“[A] brilliant, bold historical novel . . . This superb biographical epic proves the Tudors don’t have a
monopoly on marital scandal, royal intrigue, or feminine triumph.”—Booklist (starred review)
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

The book The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Winter
Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open and read a reserve The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Wanda Matthews:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Royce Axtell:

The guide with title The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Pandora Rice:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Winter Palace: A Novel of
Catherine the Great that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great become your own personal starter.
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