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Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in different periods of
English cultural and literary history. This book is a broad survey of representations of homosexuality in the
English theatre from the Renaissance to the late 19th century. It draws on scholarship from a wide range of
disciplines, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama. The first chapter provides a
background for the book by discussing the nature of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds.
The chapters that follow discuss such topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaisssance; female
transvestism on the English stage during the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of
English homophobia and the proliferation of lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the
homophobic context of English theatre during the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of
interest in Greek thought and its associations with same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian
era (1840-1900).

Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in English literature and
culture. Dramatic works are a reflection of cultural issues, and thus they sometimes treat homosexual subject
matter. But because plays are enacted, they also represent homosexual concerns through staging conventions,
such as the use of young boys to play female roles during the Renaissance. While some scholars have
examined homosexuality in particular plays, this volume is a broad survey of the representation of same-sex
relationships on the English stage from the Renaissance to the close of the 19th century. It draws on
scholarship from a wide range of fields, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama to
provide a sweeping, multidisciplinary account of homosexuality and English Drama.

Modern drama has its roots largely in the Renaissance, and Renaissance drama, in turn, drew heavily from
classical culture and medieval dramatic traditions. Thus the first chapter of the book provides a background
discussion of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds. The chapters that follow discuss such
topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaissance; female transvestism on the English stage during
the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of English homophobia and the proliferation of
lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the homophobic context of English theatre during
the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of interest in Greek thought and its associations with
same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian era (1840-1900). The playwrights discussed
include major figures such as Marlowe, Shakespeare, Jonson, Shelley, and Wilde, along with less frequently
read authors such as John Marston, Thomas Dekker, and Barnabe Barnes.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Demers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you that Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to
Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Herman Pendergrass:

The book untitled Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and
Theatre Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre
Studies) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Marylou Standley:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Billy Migliore:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in
Drama and Theatre Studies) when you desired it?
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