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This volume contains two lives of Charles the Great, or Charlemagne (for both forms of the name will be
used indifferently in this introduction); both written within a century after his death; both full of admiration
for the hero of whom they treat; both written by ecclesiastics; but resembling one another in hardly any other
particular. It is not merely the value which each in its different way possesses, but also the great contrast
between them, that makes it seem useful to present them together in a single volume. Professor Bury
remarked in his inaugural lecture at Cambridge: “It would be a most fruitful investigation to trace from the
earliest ages the history of public opinion in regard to the meaning of falsehood and the obligation of
veracity”; and these two lives would form an interesting text for the illustration of such a treatise. The
restrained, positive, well-arranged narrative of Eginhard seems to belong to a different age from the
garrulous, credulous, and hopelessly jumbled story of the Monk of Saint Gall. And yet the two narratives
were divided from one another by no long interval of time. It is impossible to fix with any certainty the date
of the composition of Eginhard’s life, but there are various indications which make 820 a not impossible
date. An incident mentioned by the Monk of Saint Gall makes the task of dating his work within limits an
easier one. The work was suggested to him, he tells us, by Charles III. when he stayed for three days at the
Monastery of Saint Gall, and it is possible to fix this event, with precision, to the year 883. We may think,
therefore, of the Monk’s narrative as being separated from that of Eginhard by more than sixty years, and by
about seventy from the death of its hero. But in the ninth century the mist of legend and myth steamed up
rapidly from the grave of a well-known figure; there were few documents ready to the hand of a monk
writing in the cloister of Saint Gall to assist him in writing an accurate narrative; there was no publicity of
publication and no critical public to detect the errors of his work; above all, there was not in his own
conscience the slightest possibility of reproach even if, with full consciousness of what he was doing, he
changed the facts of history or interpolated the dreams of fancy, provided it were done in such a manner as
“to point a moral or adorn a tale.”
And so it is that, whereas through Eginhard’s narrative we look at the life of the great Charles in a clear
white light, through a medium which, despite a few inaccuracies, distorts the facts of history wonderfully
little, when we take up the narrative of the Monk, on the other hand, we are at once among the clouds of
dreamland; and only occasionally does the unsubstantial fabric fade, and allow us to get a glimpse of reality
and actual occurrence. But now each of these narratives demands a somewhat more careful scrutiny…
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From reader reviews:

Richard Zhang:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Early Lives of Charlemagne is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Walsh:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for you is Early Lives of Charlemagne this e-book consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Laurel Ramer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Early Lives of Charlemagne was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

James Rohrbach:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Early Lives of Charlemagne to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through
it. Beside that the reserve Early Lives of Charlemagne can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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