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During the 1820s, Illinois witnessed one of the earliest and most important battles between slavery and
antislavery forces in the new American republic—one that unleashed riots, arson, and mob violence across
the state. In this deeply researched and finely argued book, James Simeone contends that the contest over
slavery in Illinois prefigured the course of national politics up to the Civil War, revealing the complexity of
the slave problem in the early republic.

In attempting to bring slavery to a free state, white migrants from southern states hoped to create a
Bottomland Republic of free and equal white yeoman farmers who could own slaves on the basis of "popular
sovereignty." Abolitionists thus found themselves allied with the governing class of "aristocrats" against the
upstart, proslavery migrants. The struggle permanently changed the state's political culture and foreshadowed
the Democratic-Whig cleavage in antebellum politics by posing questions of regional and sectional identity,
of the relation between republicanism and the market, and of the role of religion in public life.

Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois reveals the paradoxes within the quest for a democracy that also
fostered slavery. Placing early Illinois politics in the context of the national politics of the Jacksonian era, it
will appeal to readers interested in the political development of the early republic and the midwestern
frontier, the roles of race and class in constructing political identity, and the nature of liberal democracy in
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Hannah Norton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland
Republic. Try to make the book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic as
your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Kathleen Jones:

The book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Democracy and Slavery in Frontier
Illinois: The Bottomland Republic. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Holly Sheehan:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The
Bottomland Republic to read.

Connie Nixon:

Democracy and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Democracy
and Slavery in Frontier Illinois: The Bottomland Republic but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great



information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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