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Across the Soviet Bloc, from the 1960s until the collapse of communism, the automobile exemplified the
tension between the ideological imperatives of political authorities and the aspirations of ordinary citizens.
For the latter, the automobile was the ticket to personal freedom and a piece of the imagined consumer
paradise of the West. For the authorities, the personal car was a private, mobile space that challenged the
most basic assumptions of the collectivity. The "socialist car"-and the car culture that built up around it-was
the result of an always unstable compromise between official ideology, available resources, and the desires
of an increasingly restless citizenry. In The Socialist Car, eleven scholars from Europe and North America
explore in vivid detail the interface between the motorcar and the state socialist countries of Eastern Europe,
including the USSR.

In addition to the metal, glass, upholstery, and plastic from which the Ladas, Dacias, Trabants, and other still
extant but aging models were fabricated, the socialist car embodied East Europeans' longings and
compromises, hopes and disappointments. The socialist car represented both aspirations of overcoming the
technological gap between the capitalist first and socialist second worlds and dreams of enhancing personal
mobility and status. Certain features of automobility-shortages and privileges, waiting lists and lack of
readily available credit, the inadequacy of streets and highways-prevailed across the Soviet Bloc. In this
collective history, the authors put aside both ridicule and nostalgia in the interest of trying to understand the
socialist car in its own context.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Sanchez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

John Bergeron:

This book untitled The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Christopher Gonzalez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Socialist Car: automobility in the
Eastern Bloc that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you may pick The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc become your personal starter.

Crystal Lavigne:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc can be your answer because
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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