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Having come of age during a period of vibrant union-centered activism, Jack Metzgar begins this book
wondering how his father, a U.S. Steel shop steward in the 1950s and '60s, and so many contemporary
historians could forget what this country owes to the union movement. Combining personal memoir and
historical narrative, Striking Steel argues for a reassessment of unionism in American life during the second
half of the twentieth century and a recasting of "official memory." As he traces the history of union
steelworkers after World War II, Metzgar draws on his father's powerful stories about the punishing work in
the mills, stories in which time is divided between "before the union" and since. His father, Johnny Metzgar,
fought ardently for workplace rules as a means of giving "the men" some control over their working
conditions and protection from venal foremen. He pursued grievances until he eroded management's
authority, and he badgered foremen until he established shopfloor practices that would become part of the
next negotiated contract.
As a passionate advocate of solidarity, he urged coworkers to stick together so that the rules were upheld and
so that everyone could earn a decent wage. Striking Steel's pivotal event is the four-month nationwide steel
strike of 1959, a landmark union victory that has been all but erased from public memory. With remarkable
tenacity, union members held out for the shopfloor rules that gave them dignity in the workplace and raised
their standard of living. Their victory underscored the value of sticking together and reinforced their sense
that they were contributing to a general improvement in American working and living conditions. The
Metzgar family's story vividly illustrates the larger narrative of how unionism lifted the fortunes and
prospects of working-class families. It also offers an account of how the broad social changes of the period
helped to shift the balance of power in a conflict-ridden, patriarchal household. Even if the optimism of his
generation faded in the upheavals of the 1960s, Johnny Metzgar's commitment to his union and the strike
itself stands as honorable examples of what collective action can and did achieve.
Jack Metzgar's Striking Steel is a stirring call to remember and renew the struggle. Author note: Jack
Metzgar is Professor of Humanities at Roosevelt University.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Molina:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on
the past series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
has high quality.

Edward Yung:

Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Striking Steel
(Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Vincent Newton:

This Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) is new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Striking Steel (Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series) can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Edna Vachon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Striking Steel
(Solidarity Remembered) (Critical Perspectives on the past series).
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