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At the heart of one of the most successful transmedia franchises of all time, Star Trek, lies an initially
unsuccessful 1960s television production, Star Trek: The Original Series. In Star Trek and American
Television, Pearson and Messenger Davies, take their cue from the words of the program’s first captain,
William Shatner, in an interview with the authors: "It’s a television show." In focusing on Star Trek as a
television show, the authors argue that the program has to be seen in the context of the changing economic
conditions of American television throughout the more than four decades of Star Trek’s existence as a
transmedia phenomenon that includes several films as well as the various television series. The book is
organized into three sections, dealing with firstly, the context of production, the history and economics of
Star Trek from the original series (1966-1969) to its final television incarnation in Enterprise (2002-2005).
Secondly, it focuses on the interrelationships between different levels of production and production workers,
drawing on uniquely original material, including interviews with star captains William Shatner and Sir
Patrick Stewart, and with production workers ranging from set-builders to executive producers, to examine
the tensions between commercial constraints and creative autonomy. These interviews were primarily carried
out in Hollywood during the making of the film Nemesis (2002) and the first series of Star Trek: Enterprise.
Thirdly, the authors employ textual analysis to study the narrative "storyworld" of the Star Trek television
corpus and also to discuss the concept and importance of character in television drama. The book is a deft
historical and critical study that is bound to appeal to television and media studies scholars, students, and
Star Trek fans the world over. With a foreword by Sir Patrick Stewart, Captain Jean-Luc Picard in Star Trek:
The Next Generation.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Star Trek and American Television has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Star Trek and American Television is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Star Trek and American Television. You never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Katie McCants:

This book untitled Star Trek and American Television to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Tina McKinney:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Star Trek and American Television, you are able to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Philip Newman:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Star Trek
and American Television will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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