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In thisfirst full history of around-the-world travel, Joyce E. Chaplin brilliantly tellsthe story of
circumnavigation. Round About the Earth is a witty, erudite, and colorful account of the outrageous
ambitionsthat have inspired men and women to circle the entire planet.

For almost five hundred years, human beings have been finding ways to circle the Earth—by sail, steam, or
liquid fuel; by cycling, driving, flying, going into orbit, even by using their own bodily power. The story
begins with the first centuries of circumnavigation, when few survived the attempt: in 1519, Ferdinand
Magellan left Spain with five ships and 270 men, but only one ship and thirty-five men returned, not
including Magellan, who died in the Philippines. Starting with these dangerous voyages, Joyce Chaplin takes
uson atrip of our own as we travel with Francis Drake, William Dampier, Louis-Antoine de Bougainville,
and James Cook.

Eventually seatravel grew much safer and passengers came on board. The most famous was Charles Darwin,
but some intrepid women became circumnavigators too—a Lady Brassey, for example. Circumnavigation
became afad, as captured in Jules Verne' s classic novel, Around the World in Eighty Days.

Once continental railroads were built, circumnavigators could traverse sea and land. Newspapers sponsored
racing contests, and people sought ways to distinguish themselves—by bicycling around the world, for
instance, or by sailing solo.

Steamships turned round-the-world travel into aluxurious experience, as with the tours of Thomas Cook &
Son. Famous authors wrote up their adventures, including Mark Twain and Jack London and Elizabeth Jane
Cochrane (better known as Nellie Bly). Finally humans took to the skiesto circle the globe in airplanes. Not
much later, Sputnik, Gagarin, and Glenn pioneered a new kind of circumnavigation— in orbit.

Through it all, the desire to take on the planet has tested the courage and capacity of the bold men and

women who took up the challenge. Their exploits show us why we think of the Earth as home. Round About
the Earth isitself athrilling adventure.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Cushman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit content conveys the idea
easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from
Magellan to Orbit is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gary Simms:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle dways aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit.

Méellisa Holden:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from
Magellan to Orbit giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful detailsfor your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Myers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Round
About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit will give you new experience in examining a
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