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Celebrated as new consumers and condemned for their growing delinquencies, teenage girls emerged as one
of the most visible segments of American society during and after World War II. Contrary to the generally
accepted view that teenagers grew more alienated from adults during this period, Rachel Devlin argues that
postwar culture fostered a father-daughter relationship characterized by new forms of psychological intimacy
and tinged with eroticism.

According to Devlin, psychiatric professionals turned to the Oedipus complex during World War II to
explain girls' delinquencies and antisocial acts. Fathers were encouraged to become actively involved in the
clothing and makeup choices of their teenage daughters, thus domesticating and keeping under paternal
authority their sexual maturation.

In Broadway plays, girls' and women's magazines, and works of literature, fathers often appeared as
governing figures in their daughters' sexual coming of age. It became the common sense of the era that
adolescent girls were fundamentally motivated by their Oedipal needs, dependent upon paternal sexual
approval, and interested in their fathers' romantic lives. As Devlin demonstrates, the pervasiveness of
depictions of father-adolescent daughter eroticism on all levels of culture raises questions about the extent of
girls' independence in modern American society and the character of fatherhood during America's fabled
embrace of domesticity in the 1940s and 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

This Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar American Culture (Gender and
American Culture) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Relative
Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar American Culture (Gender and American Culture)
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar American Culture (Gender and American
Culture) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent
Daughters, and Postwar American Culture (Gender and American Culture) having good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Juanita Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent
Daughters, and Postwar American Culture (Gender and American Culture) publication written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still skepticism Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar
American Culture (Gender and American Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Geneva Richardson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar American Culture
(Gender and American Culture) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.

Laura Burke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms



of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Relative Intimacy: Fathers, Adolescent Daughters, and Postwar American
Culture (Gender and American Culture) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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