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"Somebody once famously wrote, 'The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there.' For those
coming to serious study of the Bible for the first time, there cannot be any more important lesson than to
understand how to read the Bible's ancient historical records faithfully on their own terms. They are not
always the same as ours. You will not find a better or more sympathetic introductory book than this one to
point you in the right direction."
--H. G. M. Williamson, University of Oxford

"This is a book about the ancient biblical historical books for readers in the text-message age! Engagingly
written, it goes beyond matters of introduction to show how an appreciation of the factors of historical
context, storytelling, point of view, and overarching concept plays a crucial role for readers in their
understanding of the text. Always sympathetically aware of its audiences, and with panels calling for reader
involvement, this book will be an invaluable aid to all who have a serious interest in understanding these rich
story-histories of the Old Testament."
--J. Gordon McConville, University of Gloucestershire

"Finally, an accessible work that reunites the literary and historical aspects of the Old Testament historical
books and trains contemporary readers to hear the text in responsible ways that can shape the course of life
today."
--Mark J. Boda, McMaster Divinity College and McMaster University

"This engaging guide to reading historical narrative in the Old Testament is a great text for
beginners. Dutcher-Walls assumes little and draws on a wide variety of relevant texts and illustrations from
the Bible, ancient Near Eastern sources, and especially modern historical texts and media contexts. There is
nothing better for communicating basic principles of Hebrew Bible historiography to modern readers."
--Richard S. Hess, Denver Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Brett Baker:

The actual book Reading the Historical Books: A Student's Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text will bring
that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Reading the Historical Books:
A Student's Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Amy McCarter:

Reading the Historical Books: A Student's Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Reading
the Historical Books: A Student's Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

James Murray:

The book untitled Reading the Historical Books: A Student's Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Corey Watts:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Reading the Historical Books: A Student's
Guide to Engaging the Biblical Text is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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