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In December 1995, the FDA approved the release of protease inhibitors, the first effective treatment for
AIDS. For countless people, the drug offered a reprieve from what had been a death sentence; for others, it
was too late. In the United States alone, over 318,000 people had already died from AIDS-related
complications—among them the singer Michael Callen and the poet Essex Hemphill.

Meticulously researched and evocatively told, Hold Tight Gently is the celebrated historian Martin
Duberman’s poignant memorial to those lost to AIDS and to two of the great unsung heroes of the early
years of the epidemic.
Callen, a white gay Midwesterner who had moved to New York, became a leading figure in the movement to
increase awareness of AIDS in the face of willful and homophobic denial under the Reagan administration;
Hemphill, an African American gay man, contributed to the black gay and lesbian scene in Washington,
D.C., with poetry of searing intensity and introspection.

A profound exploration of the intersection of race, sexuality, class, identity, and the politics of AIDS
activism beyond ACT UP, Hold Tight Gently captures both a generation struggling to cope with the deadly
disease and the extraordinary refusal of two men to give in to despair.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Hold Tight Gently:
Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS, you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Alice Christensen:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Tony Jacobson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Hold Tight
Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

Amanda Stone:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex
Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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