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Today, we are so accustomed to consuming the amplified lives of film stars that the origins of the
phenomenon may seem inevitable in retrospect. But the conjunction of the terms "movie" and "star" was
inconceivable prior to the 1910s. Flickers of Desire explores the emergence of this mass cultural
phenomenon, asking how and why a cinema that did not even run screen credits developed so quickly into a
venue in which performers became the American film industry's most lucrative mode of product
individuation. Contributors chart the rise of American cinema's first galaxy of stars through a variety of
archival sources--newspaper columns, popular journals, fan magazines, cartoons, dolls, postcards,
scrapbooks, personal letters, limericks, and dances. The iconic status of Charlie Chaplin's little tramp, Mary
Pickford's golden curls, Pearl White's daring stunts, or Sessue Hayakawa's expressionless mask reflect the
wild diversity of a public's desired ideals, while Theda Bara's seductive turn as the embodiment of feminine
evil, George Beban's performance as a sympathetic Italian immigrant, or G. M. Anderson's creation of the
heroic cowboy/outlaw character transformed the fantasies that shaped American filmmaking and its vital role
in society.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

The experience that you get from Flickers of Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star Decades: American
Culture/American Cinema) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Flickers of
Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having that Flickers of Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star
Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) instantly.

James Kline:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Flickers of Desire: Movie Stars of the
1910s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) as the daily resource information.

Joseph Southard:

The particular book Flickers of Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star Decades: American Culture/American
Cinema) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Flickers of
Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Jacqueline Carter:

The reason? Because this Flickers of Desire: Movie Stars of the 1910s (Star Decades: American
Culture/American Cinema) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up



having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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