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The current worldwide AIDS crisis is about 20 years old, but the disease itself is much older. In fact, AIDS is
only the latest chapter in the evolution of the complex retrovirus we call HIV. Where was HIV lurking before
it emerged in the early 1980s? There is some evidence that the Western strain of HIV arose in Europe as
early as 1939. There is even more evidence that HIV is a direct descendant of a virus which has long infected
certain African apes and monkeys, a virus called SIV--simian immunodeficiency virus. But why is a virus
that is harmless in monkeys so lethal in human beings? And why, after millennia of contact between African
monkeys and humans, is SIV only now entering the human population in plague proportions?
In Viral Sex, leading AIDS researcher Jaap Goudsmit illuminates the origins and nature of the world's most
lethal disease. He provides an eyewitness account of sciences effort to understand and control the spread of
this deadly virus, in a fascinating journey that reaches from the deepest recesses of the African rainforest, to
ancient Egypt and the mummified remains of Barbary apes, to pioneering research labs in the U.S. and
Europe. A key idea in understanding the AIDS crisis, we discover, is the concept of "viral sex." We learn
that HIV not only produces offspring that are almost exact copies of the parents, as do most other viruses, but
that it can also reproduce sexually, creating a recombinant population of subtly varying members. This "viral
sex" gives HIV an edge in adapting inside a foreign body, and this is why the virus could survive the leap
from ape to man. But Goudsmit presents devastating evidence that the real villain of the AIDS epidemic is
not HIV, but the ongoing destruction of the Western Equatorial rainforest and the wild monkeys and apes
who once thrived there. Goudsmit argues that human encroachment on the African monkey habitat provided
the opportunity for the SIV virus to jump to its new host, human beings. He also describes how humans then
brought HIV out of the rainforest at the turn of the century, most probably to Cameroon. From there some
strains went to German East Africa, where the virus evolved into the African AIDS virus we see today, while
other strains left Cameroon for Germany on the eve of World War II.
Goudsmit is uniquely qualified to provide readers with vital perspective on this worldwide crisis.
Provocative, vividly written, and impeccably researched, Viral Sex instills readers with a new sense of the
urgent need to contain HIV and other similarly lethal viruses before they spread beyond the grasp of even the
most sophisticated science.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

The reserve with title Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS posesses a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

William Fiscus:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS.

Patrick Spradlin:

Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Bradley Cox:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Viral Sex: The Nature of AIDS this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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