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In the light of globalization's failure provide the universal panacea expected by some of its more enthusiastic
proponents, and the current status of neo-liberalism in Europe, a search has begun for alternative visions of
the future; alternatives to the free market and to rampant capitalism. Indeed, although these alternatives may
not be conceived of in terms of being a 'perfect order', there does appear to be a trend towards 'utopian
thinking', as people - including scholars and intellectuals - search for inspiration and visions of better futures.
If, as this search continues, it transpires that politics has little to offer, then what might social theory have to
contribute to the imagination of these futures? Does social theory matter at all? What resources can it offer
this project of rethinking the future? Without being tied to any single political platform, Utopia: Social
Theory and the Future explores some of these questions, offering a timely and sustained attempt to make
social theory relevant through explorations of its resources and possibilities for utopian imaginations. It is
often claimed that utopian thought has no legitimate place whatsoever in sociological thinking, yet
utopianism has remained part and parcel of social theory for centuries. As such, in addition to considering
the role of social theory in the imagination of alternative futures, this volume reflects on how social theory
may assist us in understanding and appreciating utopia or utopianism as a special topic of interest, a special
subject matter, a special analytical focus or a special normative dimension of sociological thinking. Bringing
together the latest work from a leading team of social theorists, this volume will be of interest to sociologists,
social and political theorists, anthropologists and philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Rice:

The book Utopia: Social Theory and the Future (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book Utopia: Social Theory and the Future (Classical and Contemporary Social
Theory)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Utopia: Social Theory and
the Future (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Jennifer Howard:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Utopia: Social Theory and the Future (Classical
and Contemporary Social Theory) to read.

Marilyn McDermott:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Utopia: Social
Theory and the Future (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Utopia: Social Theory and the Future
(Classical and Contemporary Social Theory)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Richard McCormick:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Utopia: Social Theory and the Future
(Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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