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What does the durability of political institutions have to do with how actors form knowledge about them?
Andreas Glaeser investigates this question in the context of a fascinating historical case: socialist East
Germany’s unexpected self-dissolution in 1989. His analysis builds on extensive in-depth interviews with
former secret police officers and the dissidents they tried to control as well as research into the documents
both groups produced. In particular, Glaeser analyzes how these two opposing factions’ understanding of the
socialist project came to change in response to countless everyday experiences. These investigations
culminate in answers to two questions: why did the officers not defend socialism by force? And how was the
formation of dissident understandings possible in a state that monopolized mass communication and group
formation? He also explores why the Stasi, although always well informed about dissident activities, never
developed a realistic understanding of the phenomenon of dissidence.

Out of this ambitious study, Glaeser extracts two distinct lines of thought. On the one hand he offers an
epistemic account of socialism’s failure that differs markedly from existing explanations. On the other hand
he develops a theory—a sociology of understanding—that shows us how knowledge can appear validated
while it is at the same time completely misleading.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Political
Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book
untitled Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism
(Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Stacey Eades:

Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the
Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Carol Shull:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East
German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) was filled concerning science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Mary Abrams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful



images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German
Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) can make you experience more interested to read.
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