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The seventeenth-century French philosopher Nicolas Malebranche thought that philosophy could learn a
valuable lesson from prayer, which teaches us how to attend, wait, and be open for what might happen next.
Death Be Not Proud, the inaugural book in the Class 200 series, explores the precedents of Malebranche’s
advice by reading John Donne’s poetic prayers in the context of what David Marno calls the “art of holy
attention.”

If in Malebranche’s view, attention is a hidden bond between religion and philosophy, devotional poetry is
the area where this bond becomes visible. Marno shows that in works like “Death, be not proud,” Donne’s
most triumphant poem about the resurrection, the goal is to allow the poem’s speaker to experience a given
doctrine as his own thought, as an idea occurring to him. But while the thought must feel like an unexpected
event for the speaker, the poem itself is a careful preparation for it. And the key to this preparation is
attention, the only state in which the speaker can perceive the doctrine as a cognitive gift.

?Along the way, Marno illuminates why attention is required in Christian devotion in the first place, and
uncovers a tradition of battling distraction that spans from ascetic thinkers and Church Fathers to Catholic
spiritual exercises and Protestant prayer manuals. As a study of how Donne’s poetry appropriates this
tradition, Death Be Not Proud contributes to discussions about early modern English devotional poetry and
to broader studies of Christian devotion’s relevance for secular thought.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New
Studies in Religion). Try to the actual book Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New
Studies in Religion) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mindy Simmons:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention
(Class 200: New Studies in Religion). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class
200: New Studies in Religion). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Adrian Johnson:

The book Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New Studies in Religion) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New Studies in
Religion) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide
Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New Studies in Religion). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Denise Swann:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Death Be Not Proud: The Art of Holy Attention (Class 200: New Studies in Religion)
when you needed it?
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