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In this study of Victorian jewels and their representation, Jean Arnold explores the role material objects play
in the cultural cohesion of the West. Diamonds and other gems, Arnold argues, symbolized the most closely
held beliefs of the Victorians and thus can be considered "prisms of culture." Mined in the far reaches of the
empire, they traversed geographical space and cultural boundaries, representing monetary value and evoking
empire, class lineage, class membership, gender relations, and aesthetics. Arnold analyzes the many roles
material objects fill in Western culture and surveys the cross-cultural history of the Victorian diamond,
uncovering how this object became both preeminent and representative of Victorian values. Her close
readings of Wilkie Collins's The Moonstone, George Eliot's Middlemarch, William Makepeace Thackeray's
The Great Hoggarty Diamond, and Anthony Trollope's The Eustace Diamonds show gendered, aesthetic,
economic, fetishistic, colonial, legal, and culturally symbolic interpretations of jewelry as they are enacted
through narrative. Taken together, these divergent interpretations offer a holistic view of a material culture's
affective attachment to objects. As the assigned meanings of jewels turn them into symbols of power,
personal relationships, and valued ideas, human interactions with gems elicit emotional responses that bind
the materialist culture together.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the
Novel: Prisms of Culture book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Chad Jones:

Here thing why this specific Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Victorian
Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture in e-book can be your choice.

Norma Eberhart:

The event that you get from Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture is a more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the
Novel: Prisms of Culture instantly.

Bonnie Howe:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the
Novel: Prisms of Culture can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn,



by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Victorian Jewelry, Identity, and the Novel: Prisms of Culture.
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