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This appealing memoir introduces the family of Charles Hart Spencer and his wife Mary Acheson: seven
children born between 1884 and 1895. It also introduces a large Victorian house in Shadyside (a Pittsburgh
neighborhood) and a middle-class way of life at the turn of the century.

Mr. Spencer, who worked--not very happily--for Henry Clay Frick, was one of the growing number of
middle-management employees in American industrial cities in the 1880s and 1890s. His income, which
supported his family of nine, a cook, two regular nurses, and at times a wet nurse and her baby, guaranteed a
comfortable life but not a luxurious one. In the words of the editors, the Spencers represent a class that "too
often stands silent or stereotyped as we rush forward toward the greater glamour of the robber barons or their
immigrant workers."

Through the eyes of Ethel Spencer, the third daughter, we are led with warmth and humor through the
routine of everyday life in this household: school, play, church on Sundays, illness, family celebrations, and
vacations. Ethel was an observant child, with little sentimentality, and she wrote her memoir in later life as a
professor of English with a gift for clear prose and the instincts of an anthropologist. As the editors observe,
her memoir is "a fascinating insight into one kind of urban life of three generations ago."
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) book
is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-of-
the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-
of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Brown:

The publication with title The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The
Century Memoir) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Nakia Schultz:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century
Memoir) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Scott Padilla:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A
Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) or maybe others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their



knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Spencers of Amberson Ave: A
Turn-of-the-Century Memoir (Turn-Of-The Century Memoir) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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