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A Complete Overview of One of the Most Important Military Forces in the History of the World

The Byzantine Art of War explores the military history of the thousand-year empire of the eastern
Mediterranean, Byzantium. Throughout its history the empire faced a multitude of challenges from foreign
invaders seeking to plunder its wealth and to occupy its lands, from the deadly Hunnic hordes of Attila, to
the Arab armies of Islam, to the western Crusaders bent on carving out a place in the empire or its former
lands. In order to survive the Byzantines relied on their army that was for centuries the only standing,
professional force in Europe. Leadership provided another key to survival; Byzantine society produced a
number of capable strategic thinkers and tacticians—and several brilliant ones. These officers maintained a
level of professionalism and organization inherited and adapted from Roman models. The innovations of the
Byzantine military reforms of the sixth century included the use of steppe nomad equipment and tactics, the
most important of which was the refinement of the Roman mounted archer. Strategy and tactics evolved in
the face of victory and defeat; the shock of the Arab conquests led to a sharp decline in the number and
quality of imperial forces. By the eighth and ninth centuries Byzantine commanders mastered the art of the
small war, waging guerrilla campaigns, raids, and flying column attacks that injured the enemy but avoided
the decisive confrontation the empire was no longer capable of winning. A century later they began the most
sustained, glorious military expansion of their history. This work further sketches the key campaigns, battles,
and sieges that illustrate Byzantine military doctrine, vital changes from one era to another, the composition
of forces and the major victories and defeats that defined the territory and material well-being of its citizens.
Through a summary of their strategies, tactics, and innovations in the tools of war, the book closes with an
analysis of the contributions of this remarkable empire to world military history.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Byzantine Art of War is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Darrell Fowler:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Byzantine
Art of War.

Rick Fountain:

The Byzantine Art of War can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Byzantine Art of War nevertheless doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Laura Thibodeau:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Byzantine
Art of War.
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