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This is the first English-language biography of the relentlessly ambitious and incomparably talented printer
Giambattista Bodoni (1740-1813). Born to a printing family in the small foothill town of Saluzzo, he left his
comfortable life to travel to Rome in 1758 where he served as an apprentice of Cardinal Spinelli at the
Propaganda Fide press. There, under the sponsorship of Ruggieri, he learned all aspects of the printing craft.
Even then, his real talent lay in type design and punchcutting, especially of the exotic foreign alphabets
needed by the papal office to spread the faith. His life changed when at age 28 he was invited by the Duke of
Parma to abandon Rome for that very French city to establish and direct the ducal press. He remained in
Parma, overseeing a vast variety of printing, some of it pedestrian, but much of it glorious. And all of it
making use of the typefaces he personally designed and engraved. This fine book goes beyond Bodoni's
capacity as a printer; it examines the life and times in which he lived, the turbulent and always fragile
political climate, the fascinating cast of characters that enlivened the ducal court, the impressive list of
visitors making the pilgrimage to Parma, and the unique position Parma occupied, politically Italian but very
much French in terms of taste and culture. Even the food gets its due. The illustrations—of the city, of the
press, of the types and matrices—are captivating, but most striking are the pages from the books he designed,
especially pages from his typographic masterpiece, the Manuale Tipografico, which displayed the myriad
typefaces in multiple sizes that Bodoni had designed and engraved over a long and prolific career. Intriguing,
scholarly, visually arresting, and designed and printed to Bodoni's standards, this title belongs on the shelf of
any self-respecting bibliophile. It not only makes for compelling reading, it will be considered the biography
of record of a great printer for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Giambattista Bodoni: His Life
and His World? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Camille Wolfe:

The book Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and
His World? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Giambattista Bodoni: His
Life and His World has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jimmie Houck:

The experience that you get from Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World instantly.

Dena Ramirez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World when you required it?
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