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Looking especially at widows of master craftsmen in early modern Paris, this study provides analysis of the
social and cultural structures that shaped widows' lives as well as their day-to-day experiences. Janine Lanza
examines widows in early modern Paris at every social and economic level, beginning with the late sixteenth
century when changes in royal law curtailed the movement of property within families up to the time of the
French Revolution. The glimpses she gives us of widows running businesses, debating remarriage, and
negotiating marriage contracts offer precious insights into the daily lives of women in this period. Lanza
shows that understanding widows dramatically alters our understanding of gender, not only in terms of how
it was lived in this period but also how historians can use this idea as a category of analysis. Her study also
engages the historiographical issue of business and entrepreneurship, particularly women's participation in
the world of work; and explicitly examines the place of the law in the lived experience of the early modern
period. How did widowed women use their newly acquired legal emancipation? How did they handle their
emotional loss? How did their roles in their families and their communities change? How did they remain
financially solvent without a man in the house? How did they make decisions that had always been made by
the men around them? These questions all touch upon the experience of widows and on the ways women
related to prevalent structures and ideologies in this society. Lanza's study of these women, the ways they
were represented and how they experienced their widowhood, challenges many historical assumptions about
women and their roles with respect to the law, the family, and economic activity.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Inside other case, little people like to read book From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender,
Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book From Wives to Widows in Early
Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Helen Sullivan:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book From Wives to Widows in Early
Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) will make you
to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Dixie Love:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which you should start with. This From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy,
and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Matthew Simons:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law



(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can make you sense more interested to read.
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