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For the first time in our history, U.S. prisons house over a million inmates, enough to populate a city larger
than San Francisco. Building prisons is the new growth industry, as the American public reacts to a
perceived increase in violence and politicians take a hard line toward crime. But this eagerness to construct
more prisons raises basic questions about what the community wants and will tolerate and what the Supreme
Court will sanction.

In this timely book, Norman Finkel looks at the relationship between the "law on the books," as set down in
the Constitution and developed in cases and decisions, and what he calls "commonsense
justice," the ordinary citizen's notions of what is just and fair. Law is an essentially human endeavor, a
collection of psychological theories about why people think, feel, and behave as they do, and when and why
we should find some of
them blameworthy and punishable. But is it independent of community sentiment, as some would contend?
Or, as Finkel suggests, do juries bring the community's judgment to bear on the moral blameworthiness of
the defendant? When jurors
decide that the law is unfair, or the punishment inappropriate for a particular defendant, they have sometimes
nullified the law.

Nullification represents the jury's desire not to defeat but "to
perfect and complete" the law. It is the "no confidence" vote of commonsense justice refusing to follow the
path the law has marked out--and pointing to a new path based on what seem to be more just grounds. Finkel
brings to life the
story behind the jury and judicial decisions, interweaving anecdotes, case law, and social science research to
present a balanced and comprehensive view of important legal and social policy issues.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

This Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Commonsense Justice: Jurors'
Notions of the Law can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions
of the Law having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Wanda Crane:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Commonsense
Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you could pick Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law become
your current starter.

Laura Dupont:

The book untitled Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Latoya Palos:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Commonsense Justice: Jurors' Notions of the Law was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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