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Cities of Commerce develops a model of institutional change in European commerce based on urban rivalry.
Cities continuously competed with each other by adapting commercial, legal, and financial institutions to the
evolving needs of merchants. Oscar Gelderblom traces the successive rise of Bruges, Antwerp, and
Amsterdam to commercial primacy between 1250 and 1650, showing how dominant cities feared being
displaced by challengers while lesser cities sought to keep up by cultivating policies favorable to trade. He
argues that it was this competitive urban network that promoted open-access institutions in the Low
Countries, and emphasizes the central role played by the urban power holders--the magistrates--in fostering
these inclusive institutional arrangements. Gelderblom describes how the city fathers resisted the predatory
or reckless actions of their territorial rulers, and how their nonrestrictive approach to commercial life
succeeded in attracting merchants from all over Europe.

Cities of Commerce intervenes in an important debate on the growth of trade in Europe before the Industrial
Revolution. Challenging influential theories that attribute this commercial expansion to the political strength
of merchants, this book demonstrates how urban rivalry fostered the creation of open-access institutions in
international trade.
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From reader reviews:

Jacki Peters:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Cities of Commerce: The
Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Michael Crew:

The book Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries,
1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Cities of Commerce:
The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like wide open and read a publication Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of
International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Tara Smith:

The e-book with title Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low
Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Katie Mueller:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is called of book Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low



Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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