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“When Matisse dies,” Pablo Picasso remarked in the 1950s, “Chagall will be the only painter left who
understands what color really is.” As a pioneer of modernism and one of the greatest figurative artists of the
twentieth century, Marc Chagall achieved fame and fortune, and over the course of a long career created
some of the best-known and most-loved paintings of our time. Yet behind this triumph lay struggle,
heartbreak, bitterness, frustration, lost love, exile—and above all the miracle of survival.

Born into near poverty in Russia in 1887, the son of a Jewish herring merchant, Chagall fled the repressive
“potato-colored” tsarist empire in 1911 for Paris. There he worked alongside Modigliani and Léger in the
tumbledown tenement called La Ruche, where “one either died or came out famous.” But turmoil lay
ahead—war and revolution; a period as an improbable artistic commissar in the young Soviet Union; a
difficult existence in Weimar Germany, occupied France, and eventually the United States. Throughout, as
Jackie Wullschlager makes plain in this groundbreaking biography, he never ceased giving form on canvas
to his dreams, longings, and memories.

His subject, more often than not, was the shtetl life of his childhood, the wooden huts and synagogues, the
goatherds, rabbis, and violinists—the whole lost world of Eastern European Jewry. Wullschlager brilliantly
describes this world and evokes the characters who peopled it: Chagall’s passionate, energetic mother,
Feiga-Ita; his eccentric fellow painter and teacher Bakst; his clever, intense first wife, Bella; their glamorous
daughter, Ida; his tough-minded final companion and wife, Vava; and the colorful, tragic array of artist,
actor, and writer friends who perished under the Stalinist regime.

Wullschlager explores in detail Chagall’s complex relationship with Russia and makes clear the Russian
dimension he brought to Western modernism. She shows how, as André Breton put it, “under his sole
impulse, metaphor made its triumphal entry into modern painting,” and helped shape the new surrealist
movement. As art critic of the Financial Times, she provides a breadth of knowledge on Chagall’s work, and
at the same time as an experienced biographer she brings Chagall the man fully to life—ambitious,
charming, suspicious, funny, contradictory, dependent, but above all obsessively determined to produce art
of singular beauty and emotional depth.

Drawing upon hitherto unseen archival material, including numerous letters from the family collection in
Paris, and illustrated with nearly two hundred paintings, drawings, and photographs, Chagall is a landmark
biography to rank with Hilary Spurling’s Matisse and John Richardson’s Picasso.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Foley:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Chagall book is readable by simply you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Chagall content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Chagall is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Katie Duffy:

This Chagall are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of
this Chagall can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Chagall giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Joyce Tower:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chagall can be the response, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Danny Solberg:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Chagall was bright colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Chagall has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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