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The "oldest old," individuals aged 85 and above, are the most rapidly growing segment of American society.
And although more than a third of cancer occurs in people over 75 years of age, their tumors are less fully
diagnosed and often less fully treated than those in younger patients. Ageism may account for this
discrepancy—why intervene if an older man or woman with cancer doesn't have long to live anyway? Yet
older people often tolerate chemotherapy, surgery, and radiation as well as younger patients, while
continuing to maintain their quality of life for years to come.

The lack of clinical trials among this age group results in a deficit of knowledge regarding how to treat
cancer in older adults. Little has been written to guide clinicians, social scientists, families, and individuals.
In Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles, Sarah H. Kagan writes from the
perspective of more than twenty years of practice, inquiry, and education as a nurse. She uses anecdotes and
case studies to illustrate important points about cancer among older adults.

The book follows the story of Mrs. Eck, a woman in her 80s diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Mrs. Eck's
situation sets the stage for a discussion of cancer, which too often focuses on cells and drugs, diagnoses and
prognoses without looking more closely at the people who are experiencing the disease. Chapters offer
varied assessments of what it means to be old and have cancer in our society, as Kagan explores other real
experiences of cancer for older adults alongside information that will prove essential to patients, their
families, scholars, and clinicians.
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From reader reviews:

Martha McKee:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and
Battles.

Terri Mitchell:

The guide with title Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Adam Youngblood:

Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Cancer in the Lives of Older
Americans: Blessings and Battles although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Patricia Meyer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles offer you a new experience in examining a
book.
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