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Bach's St. Matthew Passion is universally acknowledged to be one of the world's supreme musical
masterpieces, yet in the years after Bach's death it was forgotten by all but a small number of his pupils and
admirers. The public rediscovered it in 1829, when Felix Mendelssohn conducted the work before a
glittering audience of Berlin artists and intellectuals, Prussian royals, and civic notables. The concert soon
became the stuff of legend, sparking a revival of interest in and performance of Bach that has continued to
this day.

Mendelssohn's performance gave rise to the notion that recovering and performing Bach's music was
somehow "national work." In 1865 Wagner would claim that Bach embodied "the history of the German
spirit's inmost life." That the man most responsible for the revival of a masterwork of German Protestant
culture was himself a converted Jew struck contemporaries as less remarkable than it does us today—a
statement that embraces both the great achievements and the disasters of 150 years of German history.

In this book, Celia Applegate asks why this particular performance crystallized the hitherto inchoate notion
that music was central to Germans' collective identity. She begins with a wonderfully readable reconstruction
of the performance itself and then moves back in time to pull apart the various cultural strands that would
come together that afternoon in the Singakademie. The author investigates the role played by intellectuals,
journalists, and amateur musicians (she is one herself) in developing the notion that Germans were "the
people of music." Applegate assesses the impact on music's cultural place of the renewal of German
Protestantism, historicism, the mania for collecting and restoring, and romanticism. In her conclusion, she
looks at the subsequent careers of her protagonists and the lasting reverberations of the 1829 performance
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

This Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in
Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture
in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

William Nix:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Bach in Berlin: Nation
and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Rosemarie Sanders:

This Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Bach in Berlin:
Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" can be one of many great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Bach in Berlin:
Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in
Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by



means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in
Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" become your current starter.
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