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Aleksandr Nikitenko, descended from once-free Cossacks, was born into serfdom in provincial Russia in
1804. One of 300,000 serfs owned by Count Sheremetev, Nikitenko as a teenager became fiercely
determined to gain his freedom. In this memorable and moving book, here translated into English for the first
time, Nikitenko recollects the details of his childhood and youth in servitude as well as the six-year struggle
that at last delivered him into freedom in 1824. Among the very few autobiographies ever written by an ex-
serf, Up from Serfdom provides a unique portrait of serfdom in nineteenth-century Russia and a profoundly
clear sense of what such bondage meant to the people, the culture, and the nation. Rising to eminence as a
professor at St Petersburg University, former serf Nikitenko set about writing his autobiography in 1851,
relying on his own diaries (begun at the age of fourteen and maintained throughout his life), his father's
correspondence and documents, and the stories that his parents and grandparents told as he was growing up.
He recalls his town, his schooling, his masters and mistresses, and the utter capriciousness of a serf's
existence, illustrated most vividly by his father's lurching path from comfort to destitution to prison to
rehabilitation. Nikitenko's description of the tragedy, despair, unpredictability, and astounding luck of his
youth is a compelling human story that brings to life as never before the experiences of the serf in Russia in
the early 1800s.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and
Youth in Russia, 1804-1824. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Eileen Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824 content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth
in Russia, 1804-1824 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Catherine Hudson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia,
1804-1824 as your daily resource information.

Mary Varnum:

Often the book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824 will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in
Russia, 1804-1824 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.
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