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The denunciation of fundamentalism in France, embodied in the law against the veil and the deportation of
imams, has shifted into a systematic attack on all Muslims and Islam. This hostility is rooted in the belief that
Islam cannot be integrated into French& mdash;and, consequently, secular and liberal-society. However, as
Olivier Roy makes clear in this book, Muslim intellectuals have made it possible for Muslims to live
concretely in a secularized world while maintaining the identity of a "true believer." They have formulated a
language that recognizes two spaces: that of religion and that of secular society.

Western society is unable to recognize this process, Roy argues, because of a cultural bias that assumes
religious practice is embedded within a specific, traditional culture that must be either erased entirely or
forced to coexist in a neutral, multicultural space. Instead, Roy shows that new forms of religiosity, such as
Islamic fundamentalism and Christian evangelicalism, have come to thrive in post-traditional, secular
contexts precisely because they remain detached from any cultural background.

In recognizing this, Roy recasts the debate concerning Islam and democracy. Analyzing the French case in
particular, in which the tension between Islam and the conception of Western secularism is exacerbated, Roy
makes important distinctions between Arab and non-Arab Muslims, hegemony and tolerance, and the role of
the umma and the sharia in Muslim religious life. He pits Muslim religious revivalism against similar
movements in the West, such as evangelical Protestantism and Jehovah's Witnesses, and refutes the myth of
a single "Muslim community" by detailing different groups and their inability to overcome their differences.

Roy's rare portrait of the realities of immigrant Muslim life offers a necessary alternative to the popular
specter of an "Islamic threat." Supporting his arguments with his extensive research on Islamic history,
sociology, and politics, Roy brilliantly demonstrates the limits of our understanding of contemporary Islamic
religious practice in the West and the role of Islam as a screen onto which Western societies project their
own identity crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Auten:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Secularism Confronts
Islam? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Joseph Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Secularism Confronts Islam book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Secularism Confronts
Islam content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Secularism
Confronts Islam is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jack Johnson:

The knowledge that you get from Secularism Confronts Islam may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Secularism Confronts Islam giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Secularism Confronts Islam
instantly.

Mamie Contreras:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Secularism Confronts Islam that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Secularism Confronts Islam become your own personal starter.
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