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Through the lives and works of three women in colonial California, Bárbara O. Reyes examines frontier
mission social spaces and their relationship to the creation of gendered colonial relations in the Californias.
She explores the function of missions and missionaries in establishing hierarchies of power and in defining
gendered spaces and roles, and looks at the ways that women challenged, and attempted to modify, the
construction of those hierarchies, roles, and spaces.

Reyes studies the criminal inquiry and depositions of Barbara Gandiaga, an Indian woman charged with
conspiracy to murder two priests at her mission; the divorce petition of Eulalia Callis, the first lady of
colonial California who petitioned for divorce from her adulterous governor-husband; and the testimonio of
Eulalia Pérez, the head housekeeper at Mission San Gabriel who acquired a position of significant authority
and responsibility but whose work has not been properly recognized. These three women's voices seem to
reach across time and place, calling for additional, more complex analysis and questions: Could women have
agency in the colonial Californias? Did the social structures or colonial processes in place in the frontier
setting of New Spain confine or limit them in particular gendered ways? And, were gender dynamics in
colonial California explicitly rigid as a result of the imperatives of the goals of colonization?
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Private
Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Private
Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback))is one of
several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this book.

Carl Kile:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Private
Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Private Women, Public Lives:
Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Hattie Adkins:

Beside this Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters
(Paperback)) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Private Women, Public Lives: Gender
and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also
read it from now!

Miranda Wenger:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.



What you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Private Women, Public Lives:
Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters (Paperback)). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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