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Today on almost every desk in every office sits a computer. Eighty years ago, desktops were equipped with a
nonelectronic data processing machine: a card file. In Paper Machines, Markus Krajewski traces the
evolution of this proto-computer of rearrangeable parts (file cards) that became ubiquitous in offices between
the world wars. The story begins with Konrad Gessner, a sixteenth-century Swiss polymath who described a
new method of processing data: to cut up a sheet of handwritten notes into slips of paper, with one fact or
topic per slip, and arrange as desired. In the late eighteenth century, the card catalog became the librarian's
answer to the threat of information overload. Then, at the turn of the twentieth century, business adopted the
technology of the card catalog as a bookkeeping tool. Krajewski explores this conceptual development and
casts the card file as a "universal paper machine" that accomplishes the basic operations of Turing's universal
discrete machine: storing, processing, and transferring data. In telling his story, Krajewski takes the reader on
a number of illuminating detours, telling us, for example, that the card catalog and the numbered street
address emerged at the same time in the same city (Vienna), and that Harvard University's home-grown
cataloging system grew out of a librarian's laziness; and that Melvil Dewey (originator of the Dewey
Decimal System) helped bring about the technology transfer of card files to business.
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From reader reviews:

Jonas Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and
Foundations of Information Science). Try to stumble through book Paper Machines: About Cards &
Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) as your close friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs,
1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Nancy Kidder:

This Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information
Science) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs,
1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt in which?

Joseph Dolezal:

The book untitled Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of



Information Science) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.
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