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Elusive Equity chronicles South Africa's efforts to fashion a racially equitable state education system from
the ashes of apartheid. The policymakers who came to power with Nelson Mandela in 1994 inherited and
education system designed to further the racist goals of apartheid. Their massive challenge was to transform
that system, which lavished human and financial resources on schools serving white students while
systematically starving those serving African, coloured, and Indian learners, into one that would offer quality
education to all persons, regardless of their race.

Edward Fiske and Helen Ladd describe and evaluate the strategies that South Africa pursued in its quest for
racial equity. They draw on previously unpublished data, interviews with key officials, and visits to dozens
of schools to describe the changes made in school finance, teacher assignment policies, governance,
curriculum, higher education, and other areas. They conclude that the country has made remarkable progress
toward equity in the sense of equal treatment of persons of all races. For several reasons, however, the
country has been far less successful in promoting equal educational opportunity or educational adequacy.
Thus equity has remained elusive.

The book is unique in combining the perceptive observations of a skilled education journalist with the
analytical skills of an academic policy expert. Richly textured descriptions of how South Africa's education
reforms have affected schools at the grass-roots level are combined with careful analysis of enrollment,
governance, and budget data at the school, provincial, and national levels. The result is a compelling and
comprehensive study of South Africa's first decade of education reform in the post-apartheid period.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Herron:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Elusive Equity: Education Reform
in Post-Apartheid South Africa will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Henry Baker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Elusive Equity: Education
Reform in Post-Apartheid South Africa book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

William Quesada:

The event that you get from Elusive Equity: Education Reform in Post-Apartheid South Africa is the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Elusive Equity: Education Reform in Post-Apartheid South
Africa giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Elusive Equity:
Education Reform in Post-Apartheid South Africa instantly.

Joseph Myrick:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Elusive Equity: Education Reform in Post-Apartheid South Africa was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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