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Can social order be maintained in a stateless society? Is anarchy viable? The contention of this book is that
stateless social order is possible only if relations between people are those characteristic of community.
Rejecting the libertarian argument that the goods and services which make up 'social order' can be provided
by private firms competing in the marketplace, and the liberal argument that because social order is a public
good its maintenance requires the state, Michael Taylor goes on to examine the methods actually used to
maintain order in anarchic and quasi-anarchic societies and shows how these methods can be effective only
in a small and stable community. Community in turn requires a rough economic equality. But according to a
traditional argument (recently revitalised by Robert Nozick), no equality would survive for long without state
interference - so that communitarian anarchy must break down. Here this argument is shown to be fallacious:
the development of gross inequality can be prevented in an anarchic community. At the same time, the small
community is not portrayed as continuously harmonious, free from constraint and coercion - the contention
is rather that community is necessary if we are to live without the state or substantially reduce its role. But
community is defended against the charge of being incompatible with individual liberty. That claim is shown
to be no more accurate than the opposite and equally simple assumption, that liberty is possible only in
community. For evidence and illustration, the book draws on the experience of stateless primitive societies,
peasant communities and utopian and other 'intentional' communities. It sets a new standard of clarity and
rigour for theoretical studies in anarchism and will interest a wide range of readers, including political
theorists, political anthropologists and sociologists, and anyone concerned with the justification of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Clemencia Torres:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Community, Anarchy
and Liberty suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Community, Anarchy and Libertyis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Steve Teegarden:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Community, Anarchy and Liberty it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Delbert Lambert:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Community, Anarchy and Liberty
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Cora Spillane:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Community, Anarchy and
Liberty can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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