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The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world. But that wealth hasn't translated to a higher
life expectancy, an area where the United States still ranks thirty-eighth—behind Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica,
and Greece, among many others. Some fault the absence of universal health care or the persistence of social
inequalities. Others blame unhealthy lifestyles. But these emphases on present-day behaviors and policies
miss a much more fundamental determinant of societal health: the state.

Werner Troesken looks at the history of the United States with a focus on three diseases—smallpox, typhoid
fever, and yellow fever—to show how constitutional rules and provisions that promoted individual liberty
and economic prosperity also influenced, for good and for bad, the country’s ability to eradicate infectious
disease. Ranging from federalism under the Commerce Clause to the Contract Clause and the Fourteenth
Amendment, Troesken argues persuasively that many institutions intended to promote desirable political or
economic outcomes also hindered the provision of public health. We are unhealthy, in other words, at least in
part because our political and legal institutions function well. Offering a compelling new perspective, The
Pox of Liberty challenges many traditional claims that infectious diseases are inexorable forces in human
history, beyond the control of individual actors or the state, revealing them instead to be the result of public
and private choices.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection
(Markets and Governments in Economic History).

Ernest Baker:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution
Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) can be
the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Earl Sanders:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Pox of Liberty: How the
Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic
History) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Pox of Liberty: How the
Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic
History).

George Rodriguez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and
Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) was filled about science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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