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In the tradition of Dava Sobel's Longitude comes sailing expert David Barrie's compelling and dramatic tale
of invention and discovery—an eloquent elegy to one of the most important navigational instruments ever
created, and the daring mariners who used it to explore, conquer, and map the world.

Since its invention in 1759, a mariner's most prized possession has been the sextant. A navigation tool that
measures the angle between a celestial object and the horizon, the sextant allowed sailors to pinpoint their
exact location at sea.

David Barrie chronicles the sextant's development and shows how it not only saved the lives of navigators in
wild and dangerous seas, but played a pivotal role in their ability to map the globe. He synthesizes centuries
of seafaring history and the daring sailors who have become legend, including James Cook, Matthew
Flinders, Robert Fitz-Roy, Frank Worsley of the Endurance, and Joshua Slocum, the redoubtable old
"lunarian" and first single-handed-round-the-world yachtsman. He also recounts his own maiden voyage, and
insights gleaned from his experiences as a practiced seaman and navigator.

Full of heroism, danger, and excitement, told with an infectious sense of wonder, Sextant offers a new look
at a masterful achievement that changed the course of history.
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From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know which you should start with. This Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea Voyage and the Men Who
Mapped the World's Oceans is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Richie:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea Voyage and the Men Who Mapped the World's Oceans.

Florence Nguyen:

This Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea Voyage and the Men Who Mapped the World's Oceans is great e-
book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea Voyage and
the Men Who Mapped the World's Oceans in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Margaret Babin:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea
Voyage and the Men Who Mapped the World's Oceans to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the guide Sextant: A Young Man's Daring Sea
Voyage and the Men Who Mapped the World's Oceans can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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