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What does it mean for a child to be a "reader"? How did American culture come to place such a high value
on this identity? Reading Children offers a history of the relationship between children and books in Anglo-
American modernity, exploring long-lived but now forgotten early children's literature, discredited yet highly
influential pedagogical practices, the property lessons inherent in children's book ownership, and the
emergence of childhood itself as a literary property.

The nursery and schoolroom version of the social contract, Crain argues, underwrote children's entry not
only into reading and writing but also into a world of commodity and property relations. Increasingly
positioned as an indispensable form of cultural capital by the end of the eighteenth century, literacy became
both the means and the symbol of children's newly recognized self-possession and autonomy. At the same
time, as children's legal and economic status was changing, "childhood" emerged as an object of nostalgia
for adults. Literature for children enacted the terms of children's self-possession, often with explicit
references to property, contracts, or inheritances, and yet also framed adult longing for an imagined past
called "childhood."

Dozens of colorful illustrations chart the ways in which early literature for children was transmogrified into
spectacle through new image technologies and a burgeoning marketplace that capitalized on nostalgic
fantasies of childhood conflated with bowdlerized fantasies of history. Reading Children offers new terms
for thinking about the imbricated and mutually constitutive histories of literacy, property, and childhood in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries that ground current anxieties and long-held beliefs about childhood
and reading.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Reading Children:
Literacy, Property, and the Dilemmas of Childhood in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Reading
Children: Literacy, Property, and the Dilemmas of Childhood in Nineteenth-Century America (Material
Texts)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

William Duhon:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Reading Children: Literacy, Property, and
the Dilemmas of Childhood in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts), you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joan Freeman:

You will get this Reading Children: Literacy, Property, and the Dilemmas of Childhood in Nineteenth-
Century America (Material Texts) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Sarah Heath:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Reading
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