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Predrag Matvejevic's writing glints and eddies as if subject to the same winds and currents that stir his
Mediterranean. "Crickets often crop up in accounts of Mediterranean moods," we read. "The sound or
possibly song of the cricket does not disturb insomnia—I know from experience—on summer nights when
waking is easier than sleeping and the spirits keep watch and almost seem to merge over the Mediterranean."
In the space of a few pages we encounter knots, ballast, voyages, swimming, diving, shipwrecks, burial at
sea, sponge and coral gathering, rivers, and the distribution of olive, fig, and agave. The author has stories to
tell about each topic and freely mingles the observations and discoveries of fellow travelers, ancient and
contemporary, with his own, creating a powerful narrative tide.

The book is divided into three sections: "Breviary," "Maps," and "Glossary." "Breviary" catalogs the sights,
smells, sounds, and features common to the many peoples who share the Mediterranean—Jews, Arabs,
Copts, Berbers, Turks, Syrians, Greeks, Romans (and Italians), Spaniards (and Catalonians), the French,
Dalmatians, Albanians, Bulgarians, Romanians, even Russians. "Maps" retraces the same itinerary through
documents up to the seventeenth century that represent the Mediterranean; "Glossary" deals with linguistic
diversity and history. The brilliant variety of details and the verve with which they are conveyed will appeal
to active and armchair travelers alike.

With this portrait of a place and its civilizations, Matvejevic joins a cohort of writers that includes Claudio
Magris (Danube), Angelo Maria Ripellino (Magic Prague), and Neal Ascherson (Black Sea)—authors who
have created a literary genre all their own, at once personal and objective, imaginative and erudite. Although,
as Matvejevic says, "we do not discover the sea ourselves, nor do we view it exclusively through our own
eyes," this Mediterranean is joyously his, and it becomes ours as well.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape book is readable by simply you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still
thinking Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Fern Rodriquez:

The book untitled Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Nathan Pope:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Mediterranean: A Cultural
Landscape which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Wilbert York:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape can give you
a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Mediterranean: A Cultural Landscape.
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