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California during the gold rush was a place of disputed claims, shoot-outs, gambling halls, and prostitution; a
place populated by that rough and rebellious figure, the forty-niner; in short, a place that seems utterly
unconnected to middle-class culture. In American Alchemy, however, Brian Roberts offers a surprising
challenge to this assumption.

Roberts points to a long-neglected truth of the gold rush: many of the northeastern forty-niners who ventured
westward were in fact middle-class in origin, status, and values. Tracing the experiences and adventures both
of these men and of the "unseen" forty-niners--women who stayed back East while their husbands went out
West--he shows that, whatever else the gold seekers abandoned on the road to California, they did not simply
turn their backs on middle-class culture.

Ultimately, Roberts argues, the story told here reveals an overlooked chapter in the history of the formation
of the middle class. While the acquisition of respectability reflects one stage in this history, he says, the gold
rush constitutes a second stage--a rebellion against standards of respectability.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

The book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Dana Vinson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The
American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Nicolas Jones:

This American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using
great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and
Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Christine Knox:

The book untitled American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies
of the United States) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book



in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.
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