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Aluminum shaped the twentieth century. It enabled high-speed travel and gravity-defying flight. It was the
material of a streamlined aesthetic that came to represent modernity. And it became an essential ingredient in
industrial and domestic products that ranged from airplanes and cars to designer chairs and artificial
Christmas trees. It entered modern homes as packaging, foil, pots and pans and even infiltrated our bodies
through food, medicine, and cosmetics. In Aluminum Dreams, Mimi Sheller describes how the materiality
and meaning of aluminum transformed modern life and continues to shape the world today. Aluminum,
Sheller tells us, changed mobility and mobilized modern life. It enabled air power, the space age and moon
landings. Yet, as Sheller makes clear, aluminum was important not only in twentieth-century technology,
innovation, architecture, and design but also in underpinning global military power, uneven development,
and crucial environmental and health concerns. Sheller describes aluminum's shiny utopia but also its dark
side. The unintended consequences of aluminum's widespread use include struggles for sovereignty and
resource control in Africa, India, and the Caribbean; the unleashing of multinational corporations; and the
pollution of the earth through mining and smelting (and the battle to save it). Using a single material as an
entry point to understanding a global history of modernization and its implications for the future, Aluminum
Dreams forces us to ask: How do we assemble the material culture of modernity and what are its
environmental consequences? Aluminum Dreams includes a generous selection of striking images of iconic
aluminum designs, many in color, drawn from advertisements by Alcoa, Bohn, Kaiser, and other major
corporations, pamphlets, films, and exhibitions.
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From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Aluminum
Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Martha McKee:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and important the book Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity
(MIT Press). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Larry Munoz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press) this e-
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Gregory Sowers:

Beside this Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press) in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from today!
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