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The tension between free speech and social stability has been a central concern throughout American history.
In the 1960s that concern reached a fever pitch with the anti-Vietnam War movement. When anti-war
sentiment "invaded" American schools, official resolve to retain order in the classroom vied with the rights
of students to speak freely. A key event in that face-off was the Supreme Court decision in Tinker v. Des
Moines.

In 1965, five public school students in Des Moines-including John Tinker, a Methodist minister's son-
protested the Vietnam War by wearing black armbands in defiance of school policy. Suspended on
disciplinary grounds that were upheld in federal court, the students took their case to the Supreme Court,
arguing that they had been denied their right of freedom of expression under the First Amendment. Ruling in
their favor, the Court determined that armbands did not constitute a sufficient reason to abridge free speech-a
decision which helped provide a legal foundation for subsequent anti-war protests.

John Johnson now offers a detailed account of Tinker that captures the personal struggle of the litigants and
places this seminal constitutional controversy in the legal and historical context of the 1960s. In this highly
readable book, he shows that the case is important for its divergent perspectives on the limits of free speech
and explains how the majority and dissenting Court opinions mirrored contemporary attitudes toward the
permissible limits of public protest.

As the most important student rights case ever to reach the Supreme Court, Tinker raises important issues
regarding First Amendment freedoms and is a strong precedent for both the rights of public school students
and legitimate civil disobedience. The Struggle for Student Rights contains previously unpublished
information and insights on this well-known case and provides a fascinating legal window on a turbulent era.
With federal and state courts now considering the limits of speech and symbolic expressions in our schools,
it makes a significant contribution to understanding the principles that are at stake.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Alexander:

This The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des
Moines and the 1960s (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Andrew Joy:

The reason why? Because this The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Na Urquhart:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the
1960s (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Cynthia Cisneros:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from



your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the The Struggle for Student Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) when you essential it?
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