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Over a career spanning American history from the 1880s to the 1950s, John Dewey sought not only to forge
a persuasive argument for his conviction that "democracy is freedom" but also to realize his democratic
ideals through political activism. Widely considered modern America's most important philosopher, Dewey
made his views known both through his writings and through such controversial episodes as his leadership of
educational reform at the turn of the century; his support of American intervention in World War I and his
leading role in the Outlawry of War movement after the war; and his participation in both radical and anti-
communist politics in the 1930s and 40s.

Robert B. Westbrook reconstructs the evolution of Dewey's thought and practice in this masterful intellectual
biography, combining readings of his major works with an engaging account of key chapters in his activism.
Westbrook pays particular attention to the impact upon Dewey of conversations and debates with
contemporaries from William James and Reinhold Niebuhr to Jane Addams and Leon Trotsky. Countering
prevailing interpretations of Dewey's contribution to the ideology of American liberalism, he discovers a
more unorthodox Dewey—a deviant within the liberal community who was steadily radicalized by his
profound faith in participatory democracy.

Anyone concerned with the nature of democracy and the future of liberalism in America—including
educators, moral and social philosophers, social scientists, political theorists, and intellectual and cultural
historians—will find John Dewey and American Democracy indispensable reading.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual John Dewey and
American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Michelle Porter:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled John Dewey and American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Brenda Lee:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this John Dewey and American Democracy
(Cornell Paperbacks) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question John Dewey and
American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content.
This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Robert Holt:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the John Dewey and American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) when you needed it?
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