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The stellar play and fascinating backstories of exiled Cuban sluggers and hurlers in Major League Baseball
(MLB) has become one of the biggest headlines in America's national pastime. On-field exploits by colorful
Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig, American League rookie-of-the-year José Abreu, home run derby champion
Yoenis Céspedes, radar-gun busting Cincinnati fast-baller Aroldis Chapman, and a handful of others have
been further enhanced by feel-good tales of desperate Cuban superstars risking their lives to escape Fidel
Castro’s communist realm and chase a celebrated American Dream of financial and athletic success. But a
truly ugly underbelly to this story has also slowly emerged, one that involves human smuggling operations
financed by Miami crime syndicates, operated by Mexican drug cartels, and conveniently ignored by big
league ball clubs endlessly searching for fresh waves of international talent.

In Cuba’s Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story, Cuban baseball expert Peter C. Bjarkman reveals the
complete truth behind the wave of Cuban big league talent coming to MLB. Given rare access to Cuba and
its ballplayers, Bjarkman has spent over twenty years traveling to all corners of the island getting to know the
top Cuban stars and witnessing their baseball struggles and triumphs. In this book, Bjarkman places recent
events—including the apparent thaw in US-Cuba relations—in the context of Cuban baseball history and
tradition before delving into the stories of the major Cuban stars who have left the island. He reveals the
personal histories of these players, explains the events that led them to eventually choose defection from
their homeland, and details their harrowing journeys to reach US shores and achieve baseball stardom.
Players whose big league dreams failed are also discussed, as are Cuba’s recent efforts to stem the defection
tide through working agreements with the Japanese and Mexican leagues.

Unique in its balanced perspective of Cuban baseball and its star players, Cuba’s Baseball Defectors not only
shares the author’s first-hand account of many previously misreported events, it also provides a view of the
illegal smuggling of ballplayers from the perspective of Cuban baseball officials whose voices have often not
been heard. With a conclusion outlining a likely scenario for future relations between Major League Baseball
and the Cuban League, this book will fascinate baseball fans, those interested in the history of US-Cuba
relations, and those wanting to learn more about the unsavory story of human trafficking in the name of
baseball glory.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Witzel:

The book Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story
for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication Cuba's Baseball
Defectors: The Inside Story. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Timothy Payne:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story as your daily resource
information.

Todd Porter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Cuba's
Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story giving you a different experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Effie Steger:

This Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The Inside Story is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal
it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Cuba's Baseball Defectors: The
Inside Story in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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