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Throughout history, we have selected and manipulated the genomes of plants, animals, and even ourselves.
Until now, however, such control could be exerted only at the level of the entire organism. Scientific and
technological advances now allow us to manipulate genomes directly at the level of single genes and their
constituents, with a speed and precision that far exceed what natural evolution has been able to achieve over
the past 3.5 billion years. These advances open new possibilities for medicine, biotechnology, and society as
a whole. We already have in vitro fertilization and animal cloning; in the future human cloning and the
exploitation of embryonic stem cells, among other capabilities, may be routine. At the same time, we are
developing machines that will surpass the human brain in raw computing power and building an
interconnected world of information-processing devices that makes science fiction pale in comparison. In
this book Baldi explores what it is about these phenomena that makes us so uneasy -- the shattering of the
human self as we know it.Through evolution our brains have been wired to provide us with an inner sense of
self, a feeling that each of us is a unique individual delimited by precise boundaries. We have also been
wired to reproduce ourselves in a certain way. Baldi argues that this self-centered view of the world is
scientifically wrong. Its past success lies in its being an adequate model during our evolutionary
bootstrapping: a world without molecular biotechnology, human cloning, and the Internet. Eventually we
must come to terms with the fact that genomes, computations, and mind are fluid, continuous entities, in both
space and time. The boundary between the self and the world has begun to blur and ultimately may evaporate
entirely. Baldi offers not predictions but an open-eyed exploration of our current state of knowledge and the
possibilities that lie ahead.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Shattered
Self: The End of Natural Evolution (MIT Press) to read.

Tamika Sheppard:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Shattered Self: The End of Natural
Evolution (MIT Press) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michelle Labat:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Shattered Self: The End of Natural
Evolution (MIT Press) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Courtney Osteen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be The Shattered Self: The End of Natural Evolution (MIT Press).
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