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Since the 1950s, the Sierra Mazateca of Oaxaca, Mexico, has drawn a strange assortment of visitors and
pilgrims—schoolteachers and government workers, North American and European spelunkers exploring the
region's vast cave system, and counterculturalists from hippies (John Lennon and other celebrities
supposedly among them) to New Age seekers, all chasing a firsthand experience of transcendence and
otherness through the ingestion of psychedelic mushrooms "in context" with a Mazatec shaman. Over time,
this steady incursion of the outside world has significantly influenced the Mazatec sense of identity, giving
rise to an ongoing discourse about what it means to be "us" and "them."

In this highly original ethnography, Benjamin Feinberg investigates how different understandings of Mazatec
identity and culture emerge through talk that circulates within and among various groups, including
Mazatec-speaking businessmen, curers, peasants, intellectuals, anthropologists, bureaucrats, cavers, and
mushroom-seeking tourists. Specifically, he traces how these groups express their sense of culture and
identity through narratives about three nearby yet strange discursive "worlds"—the "magic world" of
psychedelic mushrooms and shamanic practices, the underground world of caves and its associated folklore
of supernatural beings and magical wealth, and the world of the past or the past/present relationship.
Feinberg's research refutes the notion of a static Mazatec identity now changed by contact with the outside
world, showing instead that identity forms at the intersection of multiple transnational discourses.
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From reader reviews:

Noemi Burns:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Devil's Book of Culture:
History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico to read.

Clarence Delapaz:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Devil's Book of
Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Miguel Sherman:

This The Devil's Book of Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico is great e-book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word
or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Devil's Book of Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in
Southern Mexico in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Sabrina Crockett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Devil's Book of Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern



Mexico when you desired it?
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