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In the years between the Harlem Renaissance and World War II, African American playwrights gave birth to
a vital black theater movement in the U.S. It was a movement overwhelmingly concerned with the role of
religion in black identity. In a time of profound social transformation fueled by a massive migration from the
rural south to the urban?industrial centers of the north, scripts penned by dozens of black playwrights
reflected cultural tensions, often rooted in class, that revealed competing conceptions of religion's role in the
formation of racial identity.

 

Black playwrights pointed in quite different ways toward approaches to church, scripture, belief, and ritual
that they deemed beneficial to the advancement of the race. Their plays were important not only in mirroring
theological reflection of the time, but in helping to shape African American thought about religion in black
communities. The religious themes of these plays were in effect arguments about the place of religion in
African American lives.

 

In Staging Faith, Craig R. Prentiss illuminates the creative strategies playwrights used to grapple with
religion. With a lively and engaging style, the volume brings long forgotten plays to life as it chronicles the
cultural and religious fissures that marked early twentieth century African American society.

 

Craig R. Prentiss is Professor of Religious Studies at Rockhurst University in Kansas City, Missouri. He is
the editor of Religion and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity: An Introduction (New York University Press,
2003).
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Staging Faith: Religion and African American
Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Loren Parker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem
Renaissance to World War II it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Denise Rutledge:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Staging Faith: Religion and African American
Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Alma Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Staging Faith:
Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II.
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