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The goal of war is to defeat the enemy's will to fight. But how this can be accomplished is a thorny issue.
Nothing Less than Victory provocatively shows that aggressive, strategic military offenses can win wars and
establish lasting peace, while defensive maneuvers have often led to prolonged carnage, indecision, and
stalemate. Taking an ambitious and sweeping look at six major wars, from antiquity to World War II, John
David Lewis shows how victorious military commanders have achieved long-term peace by identifying the
core of the enemy's ideological, political, and social support for a war, fiercely striking at this objective, and
demanding that the enemy acknowledges its defeat.

Lewis examines the Greco-Persian and Theban wars, the Second Punic War, Aurelian's wars to reunify
Rome, the American Civil War, and the Second World War. He considers successful examples of
overwhelming force, such as the Greek mutilation of Xerxes' army and navy, the Theban-led invasion of the
Spartan homeland, and Hannibal's attack against Italy--as well as failed tactics of defense, including Fabius's
policy of delay, McClellan's retreat from Richmond, and Chamberlain's appeasement of Hitler. Lewis shows
that a war's endurance rests in each side's reasoning, moral purpose, and commitment to fight, and why an
effectively aimed, well-planned, and quickly executed offense can end a conflict and create the conditions
needed for long-term peace.

Recognizing the human motivations behind military conflicts, Nothing Less than Victory makes a powerful
case for offensive actions in pursuit of peace.
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Nothing Less than Victory:
Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Caroline Edwards:

This book untitled Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Vincent Mickens:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History.

David Myers:

Beside that Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!
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