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A striking look at the death rituals of an indigenous community in North America.

Powerful and beautifully written, this is the story of the Isthmus Zapotecs of southern Mexico and their
unbroken chain of ancestors and collective memory over the generations. Mortuary beliefs and actions are
collective and pervasive in ways not seen in the United States, a resonant deep structure across many
domains of Zapotec culture.

Anthropologist Anya Peterson Royce draws upon forty years of participant research in the city of Juchitán to
offer a finely textured portrait of the vibrant and enduring power of death in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec of
Mexico. Focusing especially on the lives of Zapotec women, Becoming an Ancestor highlights the aesthetic
sensibility and durability of mortuary traditions in the past and present. An intricate blending of Roman
Catholicism and indigenous spiritual tradition, death through beliefs and practices expresses a collective
solidarity that connects families, binds the living and dead, and blurs the past and present.

A model of ethnographic research and presentation, Becoming an Ancestor not only reveals the luminescent
heart of Zapotec culture but also provides important clues about the cultural power and potential of mortuary
traditions for all societies.

“…[a] well-written anthropological study … The author’s attention to the aesthetic quality of the death-
related customs and the inclusion of numerous photographs and eloquent poems by local authors enhance her
book.” — CHOICE

Anya Peterson Royce is Chancellor’s Professor of Anthropology and of Comparative Literature at Indiana
University Bloomington. Her books include Anthropology of the Performing Arts: Artistry, Virtuosity, and
Interpretation in a Cross-Cultural Perspective and The Anthropology of Dance.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Becoming an Ancestor: The
Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Diana Rush:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus
Zapotec Way of Death book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Eva Pham:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death giving you
a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Sammy Cheney:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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