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Why is the United Nations not more effective on global environmental challenges? The UN Charter
mandates the global organization to seek four noble aspirations: international peace and security, rule of law
among nations, human rights for all people, and social progress through development. On environmental
issues, however, the UN has understood its charge much more narrowly: it works for "better law between
nations" and "better development within them." This approach treats peace and human rights as unrelated to
the world's environmental problems, despite a large body of evidence to the contrary.

In this path-breaking book, a leading scholar of global environmental governance critiques the UN's failure
to use its mandates on human rights and peace as tools in its environmental work. The book traces the
institutionalization and performance of the UN's "law and development" framework and the parallel silence
on rights and peace. Despite some important gains, the traditional approach is failing for some of world's
most pressing and contentious environmental challenges, and has lost most of the political momentum it
once enjoyed. The disastrous "Rio+20" Summit laid this fact bare, as assembled governments failed to find
meaningful agreement on any of the most pressing issues.

By not treating the environment as a human rights issue, the UN fails to mobilize powerful tools for
accountability in the face of pollution and resource degradation. And by ignoring the conflict potential
around natural resources and environmental protection efforts, the UN misses opportunities to transform the
destructive cycle of violence and vulnerability around resource extraction.

The book traces the history of the UN's traditional approach, maps its increasingly apparent limits, and
suggests needed reforms. Detailed case histories for each of the four mandate domains flag several promising
initiatives, while identifying barriers to transformation. Its core implication: the UN's environmental efforts
require not just a managerial reorganization but a conceptual revolution-one that brings to bear the full force
of the organization's mandate. Peacebuilding, conflict sensitivity, rights-based frameworks, and
accountability mechanisms can be used to enhance the UN's environmental effectiveness and legitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take An Unfinished Foundation: The
United Nations and Global Environmental Governance as your daily resource information.

Diane Gibbons:

This book untitled An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and Global Environmental Governance to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this publication from your list.

Peggy Hardman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and Global Environmental Governance, you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.

Lydia Baum:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
record in your reading list is An Unfinished Foundation: The United Nations and Global Environmental
Governance. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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