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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the 'Prague Spring' reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for 'socialism with a
human face.' Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but
their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been
adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague
Spring. Soviet leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that 'the fate of any socialist
country is the common affair of all socialist countries' and that the Soviet Union had both a 'right' and a
'sacred duty' to 'defend socialism' in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the
Communist world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet
goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert
operations to counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia. The essays of a dozen leading European
and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary
evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the scenes. They also
reassess the weak response of the United States and consider whether Washington might have given a 'green
light,' if only inadvertently, to the Soviet Union prior to the invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Spears:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact
Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Aracely Schneider:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Prague Spring and the Warsaw
Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Edgar Foley:

Why? Because this The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The
Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Matthew Ibarra:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War
Studies Book Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life at this book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series). You can more appealing than now.
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